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Thirtieth day. — The message of Eosea. Consider once more the vividness with 
which Hosea pictures the social and political conditions of his day. Recall the 
record of his stormy age in II Kings, chaps. 15 and 17, and think how necessary was 
the presence of some interpreter of God's will in such a time. What are the sins 
which he insistently rebukes ? Do you think Hosea believed his work as a prophet 
was successful ? Do you think it was ? What bearing had his own domestic tragedy 
upon his message ? Would it be true to say that the influence of Hosea is plainly 
seen in the work of later prophets, especially Jeremiah and Ezekiel ? Do you think 
Hosea's sensitiveness to the moral character of manhood and womanhood in his 
day lifted the tone of life in Judah, even after Israel had perished ? 

Thirty-first day. — The message of Hosea for today. Does it not seem to you that 
the times in which we live need to ponder the lesson which Hosea tried to teach ? 
While it is not true that religious rites encourage immoral conduct as in the prophet's 
day, are there not other features of modern life which have just this tendency? 
Do you think this is the effect of some of the amusements and fashions of our time ? 
What would you say of easy divorce and its results ? Is the social evil promoted 
by such factors in so-called good society ? Are there, on the other hand, notable 
forces at work for the purification of society, the warning of youth against sexual 
dangers, and the strengthening of the home upon the foundations of purity and love ? 
Would you give the experience and the message of Hosea a place among the forces 
that have aided in this moral uplift ? Have you noticed in the study of the book 
the prophet's frequent references to incapable or irresponsible leadership? Do 
you think there is any more vital problem of public life than that of men and 
women wise, trained, and efficient for leadership, recognizing their responsibility 
to the people and to God? Would you apply the same principle to nations like 
China, and the warring peoples of Europe? 

SUGGESTIONS TO LEADERS OF CLASSES 
USING THE FOREGOING COURSE 



BY GEORGIA L. CHAMBERLIN 



INTRODUCTORY 



In passing from the study of a prophet who based his prophetic message upon 
observation and world-experience to one who draws his new ideal of Jehovah 
from a personal and private experience, we go from an oratorical type of address 
to that of the soliloquy, the lament, and tender beseeching. At first thought 
it would seem that the former type of prophet would interest the young people of 
the present generation more than the latter, and yet it has been the experience 
of the writer that among all the prophets, Hosea is frequently a favorite with 
young people. The leader of the group should not therefore feel that he has an 
uphill task before him in interesting the members of his class in this prophet. 

Perhaps one of the most interesting features to introduce at this point is a 
reproduction of Sargent's "Frieze of the Prophets," painted on the walls of the 
Boston Public Library. By this time the class will be interested in the personal 
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individuality of the different men. They will be glad to discuss the interpretation 
of each prophet which is given by the artist. The figure of Hosea is particularly 
interesting and suggestive. 

PROGRAM I 

i. Hebrew ideals of family life as evidenced in laws and customs [Leader]. 

2. The personal story of Hosea. 

3. Peculiarities of Hosea's personal temperament as shown by his book. 

4. Influences in the community which led to the domestic tragedy of Hosea's 
life. 

Discussion: How far is every member of the community responsible when one 
member falls ? 

PROGRAM II 

1. A decadent state — influences which led to Israel's debauched life in Hosea's 
day [Leader]. 

2. Hosea's idea of God as gathered from his book. 

3. A comparison of Amos and Hosea in respect to the conception of God 
held by each. 

4. The message which Hosea might have given to Israel had he thought of 
God as Amos thought of him. (Take any chapter from the book and alter it.) 

Discussion: Since the pleas of Amos and Hosea were so opposite in tone, 
why did not one of them succeed in persuading the people to reform ? 

program m 

1. Modern examples of men who have delivered prophetic messages as a result 
of personal experience [Leader]. 

2. Pharaphrases of the following passages assigned to different members: 

(a) Hosea's Complaint against Israel — Hos. 4:1-3, 4, 5-9, 12a, b, 13a, 16, 17. 

(b) Jehovah Forsaken and Insulted — Hos. 5 : 8-14. 

(c) Love, the Desire of Jehovah — Hos. 5:15; 6:1-6. 

(d) The Coming Destruction — Hos. 9:1, 2, 4, 3, 5, 8. 

(e) A Call to Repentance — Hos. 10:11, 12, 130, 6, 14a, c, 15. 
(J) Jehovah a God, and Not Man — Hos. n : 1-7, 8a, 96. 

Discussion: What are the arguments for and against a version of the Bible 
in modern English ? 

program rv 

1. Prophet and priest in Hosea's day [Leader]. 

2. The character of men in places of leadership in our own community. 

3. The character of men in places of leadership in the nation in (a) business; 
(6) politics; (c) religion. 

Discussion: Has an intelligent Christian citizen, with ability as a leader, a 
right to refuse opportunities for such leadership ? 

REVIEW QUESTIONS 

1. When and in what places did Hosea live ? 

2. Describe the political conditions which surrounded him. 

3. What was the moral atmosphere of his times ? 

4. What was the attitude of Israel toward Jehovah ? 
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5. How did the people regard other gods ? 

6. Give briefly the story of Hosea's domestic experience. 

7. How did his experience pass over into his interpretation of the relation of 
Israel to Jehovah ? 

8. Why was the sort of life and ideals current in Israel at this time likely to 
destroy family life ? 

9. Upon whom does Hosea place the responsibility for the misfortunes of his 
people ? 

10. Do you think that spiritual decay has anything to do with political decay 
in nations ? 

11. Can there be national decay which is not preceded by the weakness of 
individuals ? 

12. How many kings ruled over Israel in its period of decadence, how did 
they generally come into power, and what was the average length of their reign ? 

13. What two nations were threatening Israel at this time ? 

14. By what name does Hosea call Israel ? 

15. Give some of the figures which Hosea uses to describe Israel. 

16. Give some of Hosea's arguments to show that disaster is the result of 
abandoning Jehovah. 

17. What, according to Hosea, is to be the fate of Israel ? 

18. Compare Amos and Hosea (a) with respect to personal characteristics, 
(&) with respect to their conception of God, (c) with respect to the final purport 
of the message of each. 

19. Give a list of things accepted in our modern world which have a tendency 
to break down moral standards, especially those of the family. 

20. What relation have these things to our attitude toward God ? 

REFERENCE READING 

General: Henry Preserved Smith, Old Testament History; Kent, The History 
of the Hebrews; The Historical Bible; Ottley, Short History of the Hebrews; Wade, 
Old Testament History; Smith, The Prophet and His Problems; Smith, The Book 
of the Twelve Prophets; Chamberlin, The Hebrew Prophets. 

Special: W. Robertson Smith, Prophets of Israel, Lecture IV; Kirkpatrick, 
The Doctrine of the Prophets, chap, v; Cornill, Prophets of Israel, pp. 47-55 ; Duff, 
Old Testament Theology, I, 90-148; Welch, Religion of Israel under the Kingdom, 
chap, v; Budde, Religion of Israel to the Exile, chap, iv; Marti, The Religion of 
the Old Testament, chap, iii; Duff, The Theology and Ethics of the Hebrews, Part 
III, chap, ii; Smith, The Religion of Israel, chap, vii; Hastings, Dictionary of the 
Bible, articles on "Hosea," "Bethel," " Gilgal," Tekoa, "Jeroboam II." Valuable 
maps will also be found in this dictionary. 



[ The next study will take up the work of the Prophet Isaiah and his struggle with city 

problems] 



